Biology Major Capstone Approval Form
For students completing the Capstone requirement through a 699 Independent Study
Instructions for Completion
· This form must be typewritten. Handwritten submissions will not be accepted.
· Learning to effectively describe your research is a critical part of science. Please complete the form in your own words and do not use Artificial Intelligence in your responses.
· Students are encouraged to complete this form after at least 4–6 weeks of participation in their lab/project.
· If submitting this form in your final term, it should be received by the following dates to avoid delays in degree processing:
· April 1 for Spring graduation
· August 1 for Summer graduation
· November 1 for Fall graduation
· Students are responsible for submitting this completed form in collaboration with a faculty member (instructor of record) who will oversee the project and assign the final grade.
· The student, not the instructor, must complete and submit this form to their Biology Major Advisor for approval.
· Both the student and the faculty mentor must sign the completed form. If revisions are needed, a Biology Major Advisor will provide feedback.
· All responses must be written clearly for a general scientific audience, assuming the reader is not an expert in your research area. Avoid excessive technical jargon and clearly state acronyms when used. 
Capstone Requirement Overview
This is an independent research project that meets the capstone requirement and will analyze data to answer a biological research question. The project will promote skill development in scientific inquiry, problem-solving, multidisciplinary approaches, teamwork, and communication. 





Student & Project Information

Student Information:
· Full Name: _____________________________________________
· Campus ID Number: ____________________________________
· Email Address (NetID@wisc.edu): ___________________________
· Anticipated Graduation Term (e.g., Spring 2026): ______________
· Biology Major Advisor: ___________________________________

Capstone Course Enrollment:
· Course Code & Title (e.g., Biochem 699): _____________________
· Semester of Enrollment (e.g., Spring 2026): __________________

Faculty Mentor Information:
· Name: ______________________________________________
· Department: ________________________________________
· Title (e.g., Professor, Associate Professor): ____________________
· Email: ______________________________________________
· Additional Faculty/Instructor (if applicable): __________________
Prerequisite & Eligibility Confirmation: (Circle Yes or No)
1. Have you completed Introductory Biology? (Biology/Botany 130 plus Biology/Zoology 102, Biology/Botany/Zoology 152, or Biocore 383)
· YES / NO
2. Did you enroll for independent study credit and work on the research project within your final three semesters of graduation?
· YES / NO

Title of Capstone project: 










Capstone Project Proposal

Please provide detailed responses (minimum 3–5 sentences per question) with specific examples.

1. Scientific Focus & Research Questions 
a. What is the main biological question your project addresses?
b. What is the hypothesis you are testing?
c. How are you testing this hypothesis?
d. What is your specific role in the project?













2. Problem-solving & Critical Thinking.
  Describe a challenge or problem you encountered in your research.
  Describe how you approached the problem logically, considered multiple solutions, analyzed the data critically, and modified your experimental approach based on findings. For example, if an experiment failed due to unexpected results, how did you identify the error, revise your methodology, and develop a more effective strategy?










3. Interdisciplinary Approaches
  Explain how your project integrates multiple scientific disciplines. Note: A discipline is a branch of knowledge, not a list of techniques.
	  Identify at least two disciplines outside your primary research focus that contributed to your project.






4. Teamwork & Communication Skills
  How has this experience helped you develop collaboration and interpersonal skills, including the ability to communicate effectively to multiple audiences?









5. Use of Scientific & Information Resources
  List the databases, journals, or national repositories you have used for research.
	  Describe how you accessed and utilized information effectively.
· Did you use AI tools as part of your research? If so, how did you verify the accuracy of AI tool output?









6. Broader Impact & Societal Relevance
  Why is this research important?
	  How does it relate to broader scientific, societal, economic, ethical, or professional issues?









7. Dissemination and Communication of Research 
  Describe how you have or plan to share your research findings.
	  List any written reports, presentations, posters, or publications related to your project.




Student Acknowledgement: I attest that the information provided above is accurate. The work described has been or will be completed in the indicated semester. Any significant changes to my project may impact the approval of this Capstone experience.

Student name:   ___________________________________________________________

Student signature:

Date: ______________________________________________________________________



Faculty Mentor Approval: I confirm that the student has participated or is currently participating in a Directed Study experience as described. A passing grade in this course (A, AB, B, BC, C, or D) would indicate satisfactory completion of the proposed Capstone experience.

Faculty name:   ______________________________________________________

Faculty signature:


Date: ______________________________________________________________________

Comments (if applicable):





Biology Major Office Approval: I have reviewed and approved this Capstone request, verifying that it meets the Biology Major Capstone Requirement standards.


Approved by:   ______________________________________________________ 

Date:_________________________________________________________________


Date sent to CALS : _________________________________________________

Comments (if applicable):
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